THE   NEW    REALITY
confined to the masses* This is it that brings men of every degree
of culture, the propertied man and the professor, the clergyman
and the officer, the aristocrat and the clerk, down to a common
level with the great mass of the hunted and dispossessed lower
middle class and the working class, casting all inherited concep-
tions and principles to the winds in order to capitulate to the
sorcerer who promises security.
What irony, when the miracle-working sorcerers of security
thereupon turn into prophets of the dangerous life, and lead their
safety-seeking clientele into the frightful insecurity of bombarded
cities!
A century ago far-seeing men in all countries prophesied the
rise of the amorphous masses and saw in it the climax of a crisis
and the destruction of all organic social systems. In France Alexis
de Tocqueville, in Switzerland Jacob Burckhardt, had described
the process in advance. Prussia, in Radowitz, friend of Frederick
William IV, had a far-seeing prophet of the age of the masses.
What is the meaning of this phenomenon? It is not the emanci-
pation of a fourth or fifth estate, not the proletarian revolution
that would lead to Communism and so to a new, classless social
order: what has come is something that can bring no new assets
to the world, but desires only to consume some of those that exist
and throw out the rest as useless ballast. Communism, in its
proposal to establish a new social order and a new economic
system, and in so far as it represents enlightenment and rational-
ism, even atheism and anti-Christianity, in so far as it stands for
economic planning, State Socialism, and State control of men's
lives, is either still on this side of the rise of the masses, and the
final expression and completion of the ideas that rose with the
capitalist system, or is a defence against the rise of the masses; it
is not that rise itself. Soviet Russia is not ruled by the masses but
by a rather different type of new bourgeoisie and officialdom. But
behind the Bolshevist system, as behind the democratic and every
other social order and system of rule of our age, is the menace of
this true revolution, of the anarchy of the masses. It means the
destruction, the razing to the ground, of every achievement of
civilization; the destruction of all differentiations, all social and